Reversal of intractable hypoxemia with exogenous surfactant (calfactant) facilitating complete neurological recovery in a pediatric drowning victim.
To report the successful reversal of intractable hypoxemia after exogenous surfactant (calfactant) administration, facilitating neurological recovery in a toddler cold-water drowning victim with significant circulatory arrest time. Case report and review of literature. A 2(1/2)-year-old girl cold-water drowning victim with severe, intractable hypoxemia after submersion time of approximately 15 minutes and arrest time of approximately 45 minutes was given 80 mL/m of calfactant endotracheally with reversal of her hypoxemia and eventual neurologically intact survival. Surfactant replacement with calfactant is a rational, useful, and potentially lifesaving treatment for acute hypoxemic respiratory failure due to drowning.